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Strengthen These Things 


By the late Annie Johnson Flint 


Be watchful, and strengthen the things which 
remain.— Revelation 3: 2. 


EN shape their own gods out of clay, 
stone, and gold, 
And bow down and worship the work of 
their hands ; 
They offer oblations and make many prayers, 
Though heedless forever the dumb image 
stands; 
But the golden gods rust and the stone idols 
fall, 
Clay crumbles to dust, spite of strengthen- 
ing bands. 


Men build their own cities of marble and 
brick, 
Their spires and their towers mount up to 
the sky ; 
But the toil and the toilers forgotten shall be, 
For the work, as the workmen, shall perish 
and die, 
As the glory of Tyre and of Babylon passed, 
And the sands of the desert o’er Nineveh 


lie. 
Men write their own creeds with no cross and 
no blood, 
Theit sin and their Saviour together left 
out; 
Some: myths and some fables the Old Book 
contains, 
And the little they leave us is sadly in 
doubt ; 
The Lord’s solemn warnings are uttered in 
vain, 
And the faith of their fathers they scorn- 
fully flout. 


But one God still remains, the righteous, the 
just; 
One Saviour still offers salvation and rest ; 
To the doubts and the fears of the truth- 
seeking soul 
One sure Word still gives its own light for 
the quest ; 
One City, whose builder and maker is God, 
Still ‘stands, and forever, the Home of the 
blest. 


While It Is Dark 


“And it was now dark, and Jesus was 
not come to them.” It happened nineteen 
hundred years ago, but what a vivid de- 
scription of today these words give! The 
whole world is in darkness—such dark- 
ness as has perhaps never been known be- 
fore. God’s people are pressed upon and 
borne down by problems, uncertainties, 
testings, sufferings, fiery trials as never 
before. From countless hearts is rising the 
prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus!” But “Jesus 
was not come to them.” What just pre- 
cedes and follows the record of those words 
is encouraging. The Lord had just fed a 
great multitude— five thousand men, in 
addition to women and children — with five 
barley loaves and two small fishes. It was 
a stupendous miracle of temporal, physical 
help. They wanted to “take him by force, 
to make him a king,’ —but the time for 
his Kingdom on earth had not yet come; 
he must await God’s time. He left the 
multitude, and his disciples “went down 
unto the sea,” and took ship for Capernaum. 
They must have had uneasiness and fear 
in their heart, for “it was now dark, and 
Jesus was not come to them.” Then the 
storm broke, and they were in danger in- 
deed. Or they thought they were, forget- 
ting their Lord! Did he stay away to see 
whether they would really trust him? He 
never forgets us, even when it is dark, and 
when he has not come to us in just the way 
we wish he would. He did not come until 
“the fourth watch of the night,” and then 
he came in a miraculous way, “walking 
on the sea.” His coming seemed to them 
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Worldly and 


HEN it comes to being sorry for 
W one’s sins, there is sorrow and sor- 

row. There is, for example, the 
sorrow of Judas for his betrayal of Christ; 
or there is the sorrow of Peter for his 
denial of Christ. The one, according to 
Paul, is the sorrow of the world which 
worketh death. The other is godly sorrow 
that worketh repentance to salvation. 

The distinction Paul makes grew out of 
his own experience with the Corinthian 
church. Evil tolerated by that church had 
drawn from him a letter of strong reproof. 
He knew that his converts there could not 
but be deeply grieved by such a letter. 
Therefore he anxiously awaited word as 
to how they had received his rebuke. At 
last Titus comes with news that the letter 





This editorial is a side light on the Sunday- 
school lesson studied in this issue. 


long «delayed — but it was not a moment 
too late. Nor will it be too late when he 
comes again. In the ‘meantime let us not 
ask for sight, but trust him by faith alone. 
To us, as to them, he says: “It is I; be 


not afraid.” 
ya 


How to Stop Fretting 

Faith puts an end to fretting. And 
fretting is an unhappy business — unhappy 
for the one who does it, and for those who © 
look on. But what a popular pastime it 
is! There is a way to leave its unhealthy 
unhappiness for ever. Pastor William Mc- 
Carrell, of Cicero (Illinois) Bible Church, 
calls attention to the secret in the won- 
derful portion offered to God’s people in 
Psalm 37. This Psalm begins with the 
sound advice, “Fret not.” Then follow 
four significant words, in verses three, 
four, five, seven, The whole series sets 
forth the happy, blessed, and only normal 


Christian life: 
Fret not. 


Trust. 
Delight. 
Commit. 
Rest. 


The fretting comes from watching evil 
doers and envying them, and we are to 
stop that. The only way to stop is to 
watch the Lord; so we are to trust in the 
Lord, delight ourselves in the Lord, com- 
mit our way unto the Lord, and rest in 
the Lord. Then we shall know the very 
life of God himself, and there is no joy 
like that. 
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Godly Sorrow 


had worked the desire of Paul’s heart. It 
had wrought a repentance. Full of joy at 
this report, the apostle writes a second 
letter and tells them that he grieves no 
more at having sent such strong reproof. 
Rather, he rejoices in its effect. Not that 
he takes delight in having made them sorry, 
but that they sorrowed to repentance. They 
had been made sorry “after a godly man- 
ner,” or “according to God.” And _ that 
was matter for rejoicing, “for godly sorrow 
worketh repentance to salvation not to be 
repented of: but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death” (2 Cor. 7: 10). 
Conspicuous examples of each of these 
kinds of sorrow are the first two kings of 
Israel; Saul with his worldly sorrow, and 
David with his godly sorrow for sin. “I 
have sinned: yet honour me now,’ says 
Saul to Samuel. “I have sinned against 
the Lord,” says David to Nathan; and then 
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to God himself, “Against thee, thee only, 
have I sinned.” Their contrasted exclama- 
tions when convicted of their sins go to 
the heart of the distinction between worldly 
and godly sorrow. 

Saul had been commissioned to carry out 
the divine sentence of the entire extermina- 
tion of Amalek. His obedience had been 
incomplete. It had been a test of Saul’s 
obedience, and he had failed. People and 
king, however, flushed with victory, were 
intent upon a great national celebration. 
Public thanksgiving, sacrifice, and festivity 
were to be the order of the day. But 
Samuel, with his “over-nice” insistence 
upon exact obedience and his sentencé of 
Saul’s rejection by God, had spoiled the 
occasion for Saul. Nevertheless appear- 
ances must be maintained and the people 
satisfied, and so the program shall be car- 
ried out. For this the presence of Sam- 
uel is required; hence Saul’s_ entreaty, 
“Turn again with me, that I may worship 
the Lord.” But Samuel has no heart for 
mere appearance. “I will not return with 
thee: for thou hast rejected the word of the 
Lord.” Still Saul entreats, and finally pre- 
vails with the reluctant prophet through the 
pitiable but revealing plea: “I have sin- 
ned: yet honour me now, I pray thee, be- 
fore the elders of my people, and before 
Israel, and turn again with me, that I may 
worship the Lord thy God.” 

The exposure of his sin is more alarming 
to Saul than the fact and guilt of his sin. 
There is regret. It may yet deepen into 
remorse, but this is not and never will be 
the godly sorrow that worketh repentance. 
And that just because it turns inward upon 
self, rather than out toward God. That 
is the essential mark of the sorrow of the 
world. It may express itself in greatly 
varied forms, but it is ever the same. It 
may make us weak and spiritless. It may 
make us bitter and hardened. Some it 
makes despairing, some defiant. It may 
take the shape of grief over the loss our 
sin occasions and the disappointment it 
entails; or for the shame with which it 
has covered us, the ruin in which -it in- 
volves us, the distress into which it has 
brought us. There may be bitter self-re- 
proach, even agony of remorse, and yet no 
true penitence. And this is because self 
rather than God is at its center. 

Godly sorrow is concerned not so much 
with sin as bringing one loss as in giving 
God grief. It is concerned with sin as 
wrong, and magnifies it as an offence 
against the divine law. 

See the contrast between David’s sorrow 
and Saul’s. 

Where Saul would excuse himself and 
palliate his sin, David does neither. 

Where Saul is apologetic, David is re- 
pentant, 

Where Saul is troubled over his sin as 
alienating God’s prophet, David grieves 
over his sin as wrong done against God. 
His confession to Nathan indicates this: 
“IT have sinned against the Lord.” 

Where Saul fears the prophet, David 
fears the Lord. 

One sorrow is directed selfward, the 
other Godward. 

This especially appears in the Fifty-first 
Psalm. It is full of the poignant grief of 
the true penitent. “The sorrow according 
to God,” wrote Dr. Denney, “is that in 
which the sinner is conscious of his sin 
in relation to the Holy One, and feels its 


THE SUNDAY SCHOO: TIMES 


inmost pain and guilt is this, that he has 
fallen away from the grace and friendship 
of God.” Such indeed is the sorrow of the 
Fifty-first Psalm. This consciousness of 
sin in relation to the Holy One is just the 
thing we miss in the dialogue between Saul 
and Samuel. Saul never could have under- 
stood David and his penitential Psalm. 
“Turn again with me,” Saul says to Sam- 
uel, “that I may worship the Lord thy 
God.” But David had sung, “The Lord 
is my Shepherd.” 

It is for sin-convicted souls like David 
that the Gospel is preached. Seeing their 
sin as first and chiefly a wounding of the 
heart of God, these are ready to set high- 
est store by the divine pardon and cleans- 
ing offered in the Gospel. For their sin- 
smitten consciences there is none other re- 
lief but that afforded by the sin-purging 
blood of Jesus Christ. 

This appears in David’s case. He could 
have piled up animal sacrifices to atone 
for his guilt, but from that idea he delib- 
erately turns with the words, “Thou de- 
sirest not sacrifice; else would I give it.” 
Somehow he feels a great inadequacy about 
the sacrificial rites as applied to his case. 
And so he will bring the better offering 
of a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite 
heart. Yet not even in this does he rest; 
not in anything he can bring, or do, or be, 
does he trust for heart-cleansing and re- 
newal. Instead he looks to God alone for 
this, and by every form of strong entreaty 
seeks it. “Purge me with hyssop,” he cries, 
“and I shall be clean.” But why with hys- 
sop? Rotherham reminds us of its use for 
ceremonial sprinklings and that it was so 
used always, if not directly, then remotely, 
in connection with blood-shedding. The 
idea behind its use in Jewish ritual was 
the notion of sacrifice individually applied 
for a person’s cleansing. “It is surely re- 
markable that in this very Psalm, in which 
the penitent declares the inapplicability of 
animal sacrifices to his own case, he should 
nevertheless employ terms so intimately 
bound up with the sacrificial system” 
(Rotherham). Does it mean that David, 
taught by God’s Spirit, saw in the out- 
ward cleansing a sign of a better purifica- 
tion that God could somehow provide? 
What did he see by faith, beyond the type, 
of the great Antitype, the Lamb of God 


, that taketh away the sin of the world? 


We cannot tell certainly. Yet this we 
know, that whether it be David in the tenth 
century B. C. or ourselves in the twentieth 
century A. D., 


But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, 
Takes all our sins away, 

A sacrifice of nobler name 
And richer blood than they. 


Lest any should think that this over- 
whelming sense of sin as offending and 
grieving God, with its self-condemnation 
and its outreach for divine mercy, wastes 
moral force that should be directed to prac- 
tical amendment, let us turn again to Paul. 

He could point to the blessed fruit of 
their grief as proof that the Corinthians 
had sorrowed after a godly sort. “For,” 
he writes, “mark the effects of this very 
thing — your having sorrowed with a godly 
sorrow — what earnestness it has called 
forth in you, what eagerness to clear your- 
selves, what indignation, what alarm, what 
longing affection, what jealousy, what met- 
ing out of justice! You have completely 
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wiped away reproach from yourselves in 
the matter” (2 Cor. 7:11 — Weymouth). 
The sinfulness of sin alarms them now. 
Tender feelings toward the apostle revive, 
and jealousy for his and for God’s approval 
awakens. Such an altered moral outlook 
compels them to mete out punishment to the 
one whose sin lay at the root of the trouble. 
All that the circumstances require of them 
in the way of amendment they have now 
fulfilled. 

Such will always be the result of godly 
sorrow for sin. Sorrow working repent- 
ance to salvation is not the selfish grieving 
over sin’s consequences of him who still 
minimizes sin’s guilt; but a sorrow whose 
accompaniments are heart-humility and self- 
abasement, confession with no attempt at 
excuse, earnest seeking of divine pardon 
and renewal, reparation for injury due to 
our sin where that is possible, resolute put- 
ting away of evil, and keen watchfulness 
against all that involves further temptation. 
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Should the Editorials be Signed ? 


Ofttimes, when reading your editorials, 

I wish I knew who wrote them. If it 

would not be unethical agrording to editorial 

standards to print the writer’s name, I think 
it would be of much interest to your readers. 

—A Michigan reader. 

It is a valued friend of the Times who 
makes this suggestion, and <dthers have 
occasionally expressed the same thought. 
But it was the mature conviction of the 
late H. Clay Trumbull, the former Editor, 
who did such a unique work in making 
THe Sunpay ScHoo, Times what it was, 
and it is equally the conviction of the pres- 
ent Editor, that it would weaken rather 
than strengthen the message and influence 
of the editorials to have names of individ- 
ual writers attached to them. The most 
influential journals in the world, like the 
London Times, follow the plan of speaking 
editorially, which puts the entire paper as 
an institution back of any editorial utter- 
ance, rather than attaching the names of 
individuals. Every unsigned editorial in 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Times is the mes- 
sage of the paper as an institution. Another 
point: readers soon come to have their 
favorites among writers, and if «editorials 
were signed they would be likely to look 
first to see who had written this or that 
editorial, and if it did not happen to be 
written .by their “favorite” they might pass 
it over entirely, or not attach the same 
weight to it as otherwise. Is not that 
human nature? 

A journal like THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
Trwes seeks to bring together in its edi- 
torial columns the combined study and con- 
victions of those who are responsible for 
the paper. The editorials thus do represent, 
in a very real way, the views and convic- 
tions of more than one writer. They are 
weighed, and criticized, and revised after 


careful consideration by various members - 


of the staff, and, no matter who may be 
the writer in any given case, they are in- 


tended to represent the paper as a whole.’ 
Hence the Times believes there would be‘a ' 
loss in turning aside from this policy to* 
the presentation of messages from desig-~* 


nated individuals in the editorial pages. 
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seen side by side today in Papua, 

also called New Guinea, the world’s 
largest island, north of Australia. It is 
one of the few places left where primi- 
tive man is still to be found. Fighting 
and crude cannibalism still flourish in 
the unpenetrated inland areas. But now 
large triple-motored airplanes run a reg- 
ular service to the gold fields of the 
interior. They convey Ford trucks, horses, 
pianos, and food supplies over the heads 
of rude forest-dwellers in their mountain 
settlements. The big Matson liners that 
steal into the harbor occasionally, filling 
a little port with American tourists for 
a few hours, are a strange contrast to the 
proudly carved canoes that sail past. And 
here in their native sunshine may be seen 
the coastal people: their great mops of hair 
—the Papuan’s pride and fame — teased 
out, and feathers and scarlet flowers adding 
a touch of bright color to their well-oiled, 
coppery-brown bodies. Too often today the 
more accommodating and seaworthy whale- 
boat takes the place of the picturesque, 
native craft. 


A Revival Begun by Personal Work 


We live in a new day on the Papuan 
coast, and we are witnessing far greater 
and more wonderful changes than civiliza- 
tion could possibly bring about. For our 
Lord has his followers in many Papuan 
villages. And he has been pouring out his 
Spirit upon this part of the country. A 
revival blessing began ‘about a year ago 
in the Kwato district. Papuans are not 
an emotional people. There were no scenes 
of mass movement, of men and women 
changed in numbers as on the original day 
of Pentecost. Being a race of individual- 
ists it was not unnatural that there was 
an absence altogether of big meetings. In- 
stead, the revival caught on from one to 
another, by personal means. Those who 
were blessed were soon reaching others, 
and thus the fire spread. 

A team of our Papuan workers, young 
men and women trained at Kwato, had 
gone apart to the hill station at Duabo to 
wait upon God for power and preparation 
for service. During. that time they all re- 
ceived a great deliverance from the be- 
setting sins of conventional, mediocre re- 
ligion. There followed an experience of 
the filling of the Hoiy Spirit, as promised 
to those who obey God. For these had 
been days, of obeying. Hard and painful 
work it had been, and for some, costly. 
That was how the revival began. And hay- 
ing witnessed the glory of the Lord at 
Duabo these young men and women de- 
scended literally from the mountain to the 
plain. They camped in villages. They 
called no meetings, for this, it seemed, was 
the way the Spirit urged. They merely 
met their friends, and made many new ac- 
quaintances, and being themselves on fire 
they arrested others, one by one, in increas- 
ing number, until hundreds had been won 


[seen are startling contrasts to be 


Showers of Blessing on the World's Largest Island 


Where the people are burning their charms and 
fetishes, and becoming bold witnesses for God 


Over forty years ago Charles Abel and 
his young bride sailed in a small vessel 
from Australia to New Guinea. Mr. 
Abel had the privilege of working for 
several years with James. Chalmers, 
who was murdered twenty years ago 


by cannibals. Three years ago Mr. 
Abel died while he was in England. 
But the work has grown, and ten mis- 
sionaries including Mrs. Abel and her 
four grown children, Cecil, Phyllis, 
Russell, and Marjorie, are carrying on 
the remarkable work of the Kwato 
Mission of Papua, founded in 1890, 
and revival fires are springing up in 
many places there today. It is an in- 
dependent, distinctly evangelistic mis- 
sion, founded on the Bible, and many 
thrilling adventures have entered into 
its history. A biography of Mr. Abel 
by his son Russell, the writer of this 
article, is to be published soon. Those 
who would like to have a share in 
the work should send gifts to Walter 
McDougall, Treasurer, 156 Fifth Ave., 


New York. 








and were coming to share the same joy 
and power. Some felt impelled by the 
Spirit to remain in camp each day to pray, 
so that the rest, who ventured forth to 
the village highways and byways to compel 
whomsoever they found to come into the 
Kingdom, were well backed by prayer. 

There were some memorable scenes dur- 
ing that first campaign. There were in- 
formal gatherings in village compounds 
when primitive men and women, won from 
heathenism, testified to a new-found Sav- 
iour. What victorious times these were! 
Even women, shy village women who are 
well hidden in the herd, and never dare 
transgress their hard and fast conventions 
— even these spoke out boldly. Men burned 
their charms and fetishes. Famous sor- 
cerers humbled themselves in public. What 
joy there must have been in the presence 
of the angels! News was cabled across 
the world, and many friends on earth shared 
in the rejoicing. 


Christian Death-Bed Scenes 


It was inevitable that the Devil should 
counter-attack. A fight has raged since 
then. The first test was a severe epidemic 
of serious influenza that followed in the 
wake of the campers. There were many 
deaths. Among the victims were some 
who had been won, and a few whose posi- 
tion and influence in their communities had 
been coveted for the Lord. Some died with 
the veritable light of God upon their faces, 
praising him whom they had just come 
to know. The heathen said, “Where is 
thy God?” and the Christians were blamed. 
They had undoubtedly offended the spirits, 
But God turned this sorrow to his praise, 
More people were saved through the dying 
testimony of these newborn children of 
the Kingdom. This was different from 
death as they knew it. There was none 
of the haunting fear that usually possesses 
those at death’s door, when the wailing 
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begins with all its frenzy, always long 
before death comes. An old chief had a 
vision before he died, and passed away in 
a state of rapture. His friends who sat 
silently around witnessed his ecstacy. They 
heard his eager but incoherent whispers 
as he tried to tell them with his dying 
breath of the glory that he saw. The most 
outstanding heathen present said earnestly : 
“May my end be like his!’ and was forth- 
with converted. 

The best thing about the revival is that 
it is still going on. Still we have cause 
to marvel at the victories of’ the grace 
of our Lord. Our latest cause of rejoic- 
ing concerns the salvation of a mountain 
village, the most recent news of the acts 
of the Holy Spirit in Papua, in the year 
1933. 


Fetching Wood and Water for Others 


A young man named Bokamani was con- 
verted. While he was still a very young 
convert-he accompanied one of our workers 
to a village in the hills. She was a frail 
young woman who has since died, but who 
possessed a stout heart for all her infirmi- 
ties. He longed that he, too, might be 
able to do the work that she was doing. 
Many months later Bokamani had grown 
considerably in grace, and had come to 
know the filling of the Holy Spirit.. The 
day came when he, too, was led by the 
Spirit to return to the mountains, where he 
had had his first experience of Christian 
work. When he set out in obedience to 
this call it was not without much trepida- 
tion. He was ignorant and inexperienced 
for all his zeal. Would the people listen 
to his message? he asked himself. His 
sense of his own weakness threw him upon 
God. He prayed a great deal, and felt 
definitely guided not to say a word to the 
inhabitants of the village of Gumi, whither 
his steps were taking him, but to live his 
new life before the people first. These 
were difficult instructions for him to fol- 
low. Nevertheless he was convinced they 
were the Lord’s. 

For two whole weeks he lived in Gumi, 
waiting for the Spirit’s command to speak. 
In that time he did all in his power to live 
as though Jesus were living in that village} 
He carried firewood for astonished old 
women. He helped them with their heavy 
burdens as they staggered back from their 
gardens, laden with their produce. He 
fetched drinking water from the spring. 
He taught the children some new games 
he had learned while he was working for 
white men on the coast. Simple things 
these may sound to us, but ministering to 
others out of kindness and not for payment 
is unknown out here. There was a cripple 
in the village. Life for any unfortunate 
can be very bitter in a Papuan community. 
He is the butt of every unkind jest, and is 
always nicknamed after his disability. Hu- 
man pity is first awakened by. the love of 
God. For the first time in his life the 
bewildered cripple of Gumi found himself 
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loved and waited upon. He received the 
same touch of kindness that the cripples 
received in the streets of ancient Judza, 
from the Master whose love was now bear- 
ing fruit in Papua. The people were 
amazed by the life of this silent evangelist. 
They saw a new and undreamed of set 
of standards lived out consistently before 
them. 

At last the day came when the Spirit 
said: “Speak.” When Bokamani told the 
story of his own conversion and of the 
new life that the Holy Spirit was enabling 
him to live, the spellbound villagers needed 
no convincing. His words were true 
enough. They had seen his life! And soon 
he was leading them one by one to the 
Lord. 

Recently we held a conference of leaders 

from all the villages. During these meet- 
ings the problem of heathen ceremonies, 
mortuary rites, and sorcery was much to the 
fore. All these questions were entirely 
settled by the simple but gripping testi- 
monies of some of these recent converts. 
They were elderly men who had been 
leaders in heathen cults, and they told us 
how God had helped them to take their 
stand for him in their villages without 
offense. They told us of the results of a 
complete break with all that pertained to 
the customs of darkness. All. who listened 
to these stories were inspired. Our final 
decisions were based upon the experiences 
of these babes in Christ, who were now 
showing us and their older Papuan fellow 
Christians the way. At the end of the 
conference the ninety leaders present all 
pledged themselves to lives of extreme 
surrender and devotion to the Lord. 
_._ A cross-section of our work would reveal 
many Papuan workers, like the Spirit’s 
messenger to Gumi, finding new and varied 
ways of serving their Master and their 
people. One can only mention one or two 
here in passing. 

There is Tiraka, a skilled boat builder, 
who travels up and down the coast about 
his Father’s business. He also is in charge 
of a station, and supervises the small plan- 
tation attached. He and his wife Luta 
have some fifty boys and girls who board 
with them. In addition to all his respon- 
sibilities he occasionally finds time to run 
an evangelistic camp with a party of 
workers, There is not much leisure in 
his life. But the light that is always in 
his face testifies to the joyousness of whole- 
time service. 

There is Elenise, a nurse trained at Kwato, 
who, with her husband, runs <. dispensary at 
our farthest outpost in the Buhutu Valley. 
The help they are able to give, and the relief 
from much suffering, completes the three- 
fold work that is ours when we follow 
the Master who preached and taught and 
healed. 

There is Liadai, an ignorant village wo- 
man, but not ignorant of the Lord’s will 
in her life, who has adopted nine children, 
having none of her own. She keeps open 
house for all children who live too far 
away to attend the outstation school a mile 
from her own village. This special work, 
which she believes God has given her, has 
meant hard, unremitting toil in the gardens, 
for she has to grow all their food. And 
she has a wonderful testimony to give of 
the way God has prospered her efforts and 
never, allowed the food supply to fail or 
the children to go hungry. 
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There are village schools scattered 
throughout the district that are manned 
by young women teachers trained at K wato. 
These are centers of great blessing. The 
term “school” covers a wide scope. Be- 
sides the teaching of the three R’s it in- 
cludes an attempt to provide the home 
influence that is lacking in Papuan house- 
holds. The children are also taught to 
play team games: an antidote to Papuan 
individualism. Simple hygiene has its place 
in the curriculum, and a regular routine 
that includes, for instance, bathing twice 
a day! Above all, the Scriptures are 
taught, and the teachers do all in their 
power to influence the children and to win 
them definitely for Christ. We realize the 
importance of their work more and more. 
Let those who disparage the educational 
work of missionaries live among primitive 
people! Abysmal and utter ignorance is one 
of the greatest obstacles that confronts us. 
The school at Kwato has made these 
Papuan-manned village schools possible. 

It is the ignorance of the scattered vil- 
lage converts that necessitates the work 
of our small itinerating band of three, 
which has largely grown out of the recent 
revival. They have a regular circuit, and 


‘camp in the villages. The band includes 


a white worker, Halliday Scrymgeour, and 
two young Papuan women, one a teacher, 
and one a Kwato-trained nurse who holds 
a clinic during their stay in each place. 
During a week at a center the three workers 
become acquainted with the Christian peo- 
ple. Reading classes are held, and a simple 
Bible course given, covering briefly the 
essentials of our faith and practice as they 
are revealed in an outline of one of the 
Gospels. All that is taught has to be 
passed on to others before the travelers 
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return. In places where there is no out- 
station near by, this is the only way that 
scattered Christian communities can be 
taught. At each place the natives will 
gather round the camp, either out of hun- 
ger or kind curiosity, and for all three 
workers opportunities for personal work 
abound. So that when they return to 
Kwato at the end of a quarter they usually 
bring us a glowing story of strength and 
vision renewed to primitive Christians, of 
new souls won to God, and of his power 
working through these three wayfarers for 
the Lord in Papua. Needless to say every 
step of their journeys is faithfully remem- 
bered at the prayer meetings here at Kwato, 
at each outstation, and in many villages 
where the Lord now has his own Papuan 
remembrancers. It is this backing that 
makes their progress often a triumphant 
one. 

And it is this same backing of prayer that 
we need from our friends overseas if the 
strong fortresses of the Evil One are to be 
stormed in the Name of our Master. The re- 


sentment of the enemy is strong in our midst. - 


But the Holy Spirit is working, and there 
can be no limit to what he may do. Our 
burden, and one that we would share with 
all who belong to the Master’s service, is 
the unevangelized areas of this country. 
We think of the cannibals, the depraved 
and degenerate inhabitants of the vast maze 


of intersecting waterways of the West, of - 


the endifess forests, and the hidden moun- 
tain heights. There is no hope for these, 
or any, apart from ‘the Saviour who came 
to open the eyes of the blind, and to loose 
the captives from their chains. And this 
we have seen him do abundantly, before our 
very eyes, in Papua. 
Kwato, SAMARAI, Papua, 











, Persuading Scholars to Study at Home 


An active Sunday-school association that is successfully promoting 
lesson preparation, public testimony, and family worship 

















study their lesson during the week? 

It has been said that only ten per 
cent do. This estimate may be too low, 
but the problem of securing home study 
is one that most teachers and superintend- 
ents have to face continually. It is being 
dealt with in an effective way as part of 
an unusual program of Bible study and 
evangelism in the North District Sabbath 
School Association, comprising fifty-four 
schools in Chester and Montgomery 
Counties, Pa., in the vicinity of Pottstown 
and Phoenixville. 

There are four points in the program: 
Personal Witnessing, Bible Study, Family 
Altar Groups, and Community Betterment. 

The first part of the plan consists of tes- 
timony meetings held by Adult Bible 
Classes. Already a large number of such 
meetings have been conducted, in which an 
Adult Bible Class from one school volun- 
teered to go into another school and put 
on a personal testimony and witnessing pro- 
gram, closing with a personal appeal and 
invitation. After preliminary correspond- 
ence with the pastor of the church to be 
visited, the following letter is sent to an 
Adult Class: © 


He« many Sunday-school scholars 


“Through your kind co-operation, your 
church is to be visited on (date here) by 
(team name here). 

“As your class is sponsoring the event, 
will you please do all in your power, as 
a class, to work up a good attendance, and 


try very particularly to have as many of - 


your unconverted friends present as pos- 
sible? 
“The proper representatives of your class 


should preside at the meeting; unless it is. 


the pastor’s desire to do this himself, or 
you prefer that he do so. But it is im- 
portant that your officers shall see to it 
that all necessary details are looked after; 
that proper announcements are made in the 
church and in the papers; that the visitors 
are welcomed, and looked after, and in- 
formed of whatever local arrangements 
have been made. 


“Of course, this is not designed to be 
merely a class meeting, but the entire . 
church, old and young, should be urged to, 
be present. You may never have just such” 


a meeting as this again. It is worth pray- 


ing for very earnestly. Please try to make © 


the most of this opportunity for the gfory * 


« 


of God, and the advancement of our Mas-' 


ter’s Kingdom.” ; 
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The class about to make the visit is 
given an instruction sheet. Here are the 
opening paragraphs: 

“The visit you are about to make to 
(name of church) presents a great oppor- 
tunity, and every one who goes on this 
errand of love and fellowship should en- 
gage in earnest prayer for guidance and 
power and the divine blessing upon the 
venture. 

“No time should be spent in the addresses, 
testimonies, or music, in discussing anything 
but Christ and his great salvation.” 

Then follows a suggested outline, with 
many Scripture references, in which these 
points are made: All are sinners, con- 
demned already; salvation is found in 
Christ alone; it is offered for nothing by 
free grace; the only condition is to believe 
the testimony of God’s Word; we are to 
live like saved men, not in order to be 
saved, but because we have been saved. 
And the suggestions continue: 

“Parts of this outline can be assigned 
to various members of your group and all 
should be encouraged to add their testi- 
monies. Or you can use any other Christ- 
centered theme, and present it according 
to your own plan. 

“Invite the unsaved to join you in this 
faith, and rejoice with you in the hope of 
everlasting life. Urge for confessions.” 

The Association is securing home study 
by the use of leaflets on the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lesson. These 
are neatly printed, and the complete dis- 
cussion of the lesson is given on one side 
of one sheet. The President of the Asso- 
ciation, Ralph S. Keen, recently wrote the 
Editor : 

“We have published and distributed about 
27,500 copies of these leaflets and they are 
not distributed promiscuously through our 
schools, but were sent only to the classes 
whose members pledged themselves to use 
them daily. Whether these pledges have 
been kept entirely, of course, we can never 
say, but at least we used 1,000 copies a 
week during January, February, and March 
and the requests increased after that time, 
so that we published 1,200 weekly for April, 
May, and June. . 

“The entire Book of Mark was covered 
verse for verse, taking up all the parts 
omitted by the regular Sunday-school les- 
son, and so we feel we have a more nearly 
complete and consecutive study of our Sun- 
day-school lessons than ever before. 

“This was more or less an experiment, 
but some of the fine testimonies we have re- 
ceived from the users, and some of the 
spiritual results that have occurred in a 
number of our churches since this move- 
ment was started makes us feel justified 
in finishing the six months.” 

The following pledge is signed by those 
who agree to use the leaflets: 

“Realizing my need of more regular and 
earnest Bible study, as well as the oppor- 
tunity to help others by my example and 
influence, I promise by God’s help to en- 
deayor to study faithfully the lesson out- 
lines on the Gospel of Mark, to read the 
daily assignments, and if possible take a 
Kittle time each day for this study.” 

“Our plans at present,” continued Mr. 
Keen, “are for a family altar program 
which would also be worked through our 
Sunday-school classes; securing their 
pledge to conduct a family altar in their 
home. We, too, furnish a system of refer- 
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ences running entirely through .the Bible, 
starting in Genesis and picking out choice 
Scripture suitable for young and old alike 
in the family, and helping them apply to 
their own lives the fundamental truths con- 
tained in that daily reading. 

“We already have estimates on the print- 
ing of these little booklets, and if the Lord 
seems to direct that way we anticipate go- 
ing on with it. 

“You may be wondering: about our 
finances. Our Association through its offi- 
cers has never stressed the financial end. 
We have endeavored to serve our fifty-four 
schools in very definite ways; through per- 
sonal visits and speaking, putting on our 
evangelistic class groups, publishing our 
leaflets, through our family altar plan, con- 
ventions, conferences, strictly fundamental 
Christian Leadership Training schools (of 
which we had three this year), and in 
many other ways endeavoring to lead our 
people to a closer recognition of the fact 
that fellowship with their Master may be 
carried on with great blessing to them- 
selves. 


“It has therefore resulted, up to the pres-, 


ent time, in our money being turned over 
to the treasurer simply upon his writing 
the school, in fact, many times it is sent 
before he writes, and so we are thanking 
the Lord that He has helped us financially, 
as we are trying to serve Him better spir- 
itually. 

“The class evangelistic meetings, of 
which I spoke, have crept up now until 
there have been about forty-five such meet- 
ings held in our District. Quite a number 
of people made a public confession at these 
meetings, as high as seven and eight at 
one meeting. This, too, we feel has been 
blessed of the Lord.” 

This fine work of the North District 
Sabbath Association to win souls and to 
promote Bible study and family worship 
sets an example for schools in other parts 
of the country. Those who would like to 
know more about it may write to the Presi- 
dent, Ralph S. Keen, R. D. No. 2, Potts- 
town, Pa, 





x Children at Home 





A King Who Disobeyed 
By Clara B. Blair 


A story to go with the Sunday-school 
lesson in this issue. 


¢¢IDAPA, tell us a story,” said little Sam- 
uel and John, coming in from the 

sand pile one Saturday afternoon. 

“All right,” said Papa. “Go and wash 
first.” 

Soon the boys were back, and Papa laid 
aside his book. 

“Shall I tell you about Samuel and a 
young man whom he loved?” asked Papa. 

“Yes,” John answered. 

“What was his name?” questioned Sam- 
uel. 

“His name was Saul, and Samuel met 
him in a strange way.” 

“How?” asked John. 

“Well, you see, God’s people did not 


have a president as we do, nor a king like . 


some other countries. God wanted them 
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to be ruled by judges instead. Samuel had 
always obeyed the Lord, and when he be- 
came a man God made him a judge over 
Israel. You may be sure he was a good 
judge, too, and the people liked him. But 
after a while they wanted a king, and asked 
Samuel to give them a king.” 

“What made them do it?” John asked. 

“Because other nations had kings, and 
they said they wanted to be like other peo- 
ple,” Papa answered. 

Samuel dropped his head when he re- 
membered he had so often begged to do 
things, “because the other boys did.” 

But Papa didn’t seem to notice and went 
on with his story. 

“Samuel told God about the people want- 
ing a king, and God told him to tell them 
all the bad things that the king would do 
to them, and then if they still wanted one 
to let them have him. So Samuel told the 
people all that God had said, but still they 
said, ‘We want a king. Give us a king 
like other people.’ 

“Then one day God told Samuel that 
the next day He would send him a young 
man who was to be king. 

“The next day a young man named Saul 
was out hunting some of his father’s don- 
keys that had got lost. He could not find 
the animals. He had heard about Samuel 
and that everything Samuel said came true, 
so he and the servant that was with him 
went to Samuel and told him their troubles. 
As soon as Samuel.saw Saul the Lord told 
him that this was the man who was to be 
king. 

“Samuel told Saul that his father’s ani- 
mals had been found, so he need not trouble 
about them any more, but to come home 
with him for dinner. Saul went and stayed 
all night. Samuel treated him like a king, 
and that evening they had a long talk. In 
the morning, when he was about to leave, 
Samuel took: Saul off by himself and told © 
him that God was going to make him the 
head of His people, and he took a bottle 
of oil and anointed Saul’s head with it.” 

“What is to anoint?” little Samuel asked 
his father. 

“Tt is to pour oil on the head to show 
that one is to be king,” Papa replied. 

“After a while the people came together 
to choose a king. They chose Saul, but 
they couldn’t find him. After a while some 
one found him and brought him out from 
among the. wagons and other things. He 
had hidden there because he was so bash- 
ful. He was tall and fine looking, and the 
people loved him as soon as they saw him. 
He was a good man then, and for a time/s 
he was a good king and did just what God 
wanted him to do. After a while he began 
to be selfish and want his own way. He 
began to think that he knew better. than 
that old man Samuel. Samuel told him 
about it and that God was grieved. He told 
him God wanted a king who was a man 
after his own heart and he was not being 
that kind of man. But Saul did not obey 
Samuel. He just kept on doing as he 
pleased. 

“There was a nation living near the Is- 
raelites who became so wicked that God 
knew he must destroy them. He told Sam- 
uel to tell Saul to do it. He told him 
to destroy everything, not leave a thing 
alive. But Saul saved alive a very wicked 
king that God especially wanted destroyed. 
He saved some of the finest of the stock, 


(Concluded on page 520) 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 27. SAUL 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel, Chapters 9-11, 15 
Golden Text.— Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice.—1 Sam. 15 : 22b 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Samuel 15 : 13-26 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 Sam. 15:13 And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto 
him, Blessed be thou of the Lorn: I have performed the command- 
ment of the Lorn. 

14 And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the 
a in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? 

An¢ Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalekites: 
bir She people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacri- 
fice unto the Lorp thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed. 

16 Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what 
the Lorp hath said to me this night. And he said unto him, Say on. 

17 And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, 
wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the Lorp 
anointed thee king over Israel? 

18 And the Lorp sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and utterly 
destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them until 
oe be consumed. 

9 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the Lorp, 

but “tidst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the Lorn? 

zo And Savl said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of 

the Lorp, and have gone the way ‘which the Lorp sent me, and have 

brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the 
Amalekites. 

21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the 
things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto 
the Lorp thy God in Gilgal. 

22 And Samuel said, Hath the Lorp as great delight in_ burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lorp? Be- 
hold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams. 

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the 
Lorp, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 

24 And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have trans- 
gressed the commandment of the Lorp, and thy words: because 
I feared the people, and obeyed their voice. 

25 Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again 
with me, that I may worship the Lorp. 

26 And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for 
thou hast rejected the word of the Lorp, and the Lorp hath rejected 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 Sam. 15:13 And Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said unto 
him, Blessed be thou of Jehovah: I have performed the command- 
ment of Jehovah. 14 And Samuel said, What meaneth then this 
bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which 
I hear? 15 And Saul said, They have brought them from the 
Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the 
oxen, to sacrifice unto Jehovah thy God; and the rest we have 
utterly destroyed. 16 Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I 
wil! tell thee what Jehovah hath said to me this night. And he said 
unto him, Say on. 

17 And Samuel said, 2 Though thou wast little in thine own sight, 
wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel? And Jehovah 
anointed thee king over Israel; 18 and Jehovah sent thee on a 
journey, and said, Go, and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, 
and fight against them until they be consumed. 19 Wherefore then didst 
thou not obey the voice of Jehovah, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst 
that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah? ‘20 And Saul said unto 
Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of Jehovah, and have gone the way 
which Jehovah sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and 
have ? utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of 
the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the devoted things, to sacri- 
fice unto Jehovah thy God in Gilgal. 22 And Samuel said, Hath 
Jehovah as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obey- 
ing the voice of Jehovah? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to jhearken than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the 
sin of * witchcraft, and stubbornness is as ‘idolatry and teraphim. 


Because thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, he hath also re- 
jected thee from being king. 

24 And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned; for I have trans- 
gressed the commandment of Jehovah, and thy words, because I 
feared the people, and obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, I 
pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may wor- 
ship Jehovah. 26 And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return 
with thee; for thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, and Jehovah 
hath rejected thee from being king over Israel. 

1Heb., devoted. * Or, Though thou be litile ... art thou not 
head of the tribes of Israel? * Heb., divination. *Or, iniquity. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
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thee from being king over Israel. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

AUL, the first king of God’s chosen 

people Israel, was exalted to a high 

place that no leader in Israel before 
him had occupied. Yet Saul was the sad- 
dest failure of the Old Testament. In a 
most striking way his life was set between 
two of the greatest figures of Israel’s his- 
tory or of all history: on the one side was 
Samuel, on the other side David. Loved 
and honored by the old prophet and by the 
young shepherd, Saul might have mounted 
to greater heights through their friendship. 
But both of them became instruments in his 
humiliation. What was the secret of his 
failure? It was written for our learning, 
that we might succeed where he failed. 


The Historical Setting 

Paul seems to state that Saul reigned 
forty years (Acts 13:21). But the ex- 
pression is peculiar and may include a por- 
tion of Samuel’s ministry before Saul. Some 
scholars believe that he reigned nearer 
twenty years, as Josephus says. This would 
seem to fit better into David’s life, who 
was only thirty when Saul died. The date 
of Saul’s death is variously fixed from 1063 
B. C. to 1017 B. C. The battle with the 
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Amalekites occurred perhaps ten or twelve 
years before (1 Sam, 16:18; 18:5); 


Verse by Verse 


1 Samuel 15:13—And Samuel came to 
Saul. To Gilgal, where Saul came in pomp 
after setting up a monument at Carmel, 
following the victory over Amalek (v. 12; 

1:15; 13:4, 7, 8). Blessed be thou of the 
Lord. Saul greets Samuel as God’s special 
representative, desiring his favor, and also 
with purpose to justify himself. J have 
performed the commandment. . Which was 
to destroy Amalek utterly (v. 3). Saul 
recognized he was to give account to Sam 
uel, and he is bringing his partial obedi- 
ence in satisfaction. 


Verse 15.—The people spared the best. 
Saul’s first lying excuse put the blame on 
the people. God says it was “Saul and the 
people” (v. 9). To sacrifice unto the Lord. 
A lie that brings in the name of the Lord 
is peculiarly abominable. They took the 
cattle as spoil for themselves (vs. 9, 19), 
not to sacrifice; the destruction of them was 
the sacrifice God had commanded. Thy 
Ged. A touch that indicates how little 
Saul knew the Lord, or recognized him as 
his own; he was Samuel’s God. 


Verse 19.—Didst fly upon the spoil. The 
expedition was a sacred trust, to devote all 
to God in destruction; to take spoil, for 
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covetousness, destroyed the whole purpose 
of the command. 

Verse 20—Yea, I have obeyed. Saul 
knew he was guilty; but his view was. that 
of the natural mind, far from that of the 
Lord and of Samuel, and he really thought 
that what he did might count for obedience. 
Have brought Agag. Part of his disobe- 
dience. 


Verse 22,—Hath the Lord as great de- 
light in... sacrifices, as in obeying. Sam- 
uel answered the argument, dishonest as it 
was, appealing to what even Saul knew of 
the Lord. To obey is better than sacrifice. 
An immortal saying, in beautiful Hebrew 
parallelism, setting forth the heart of God’s 
dealing with his people, but not minimiz- 
ing true sacrifices and offerings, which 
themselves were part of obedience. 


Verse 23.—Rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft. Saul’s aggravated disobedience 
was like the sin of deliberately giving qne- 
self to Satan, as in witchcraft. Stubborn- 
ness is as iniquity and idolatry. Or idolatry 
and teraphim, the worship of other gods 
and the seeking of guidance through 
heathen divinities (Ezek. 21:21, R. V.). 
This very thing Saul came to (1 Sam. 28: 
7-9). 

Verse 24.—And Saul said ... I have sin- 
ned. But he was not saying this in deep 
contrition and full confession as David 
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Lesson for August 27 


said it (2 Sam. 12:13). Because I feared 
the people. Even while confessing, still 
blaming others. It is not likely that the 
people would have resisted their king and 
Samuel and the Lord in this. 


Verse 26.—I will not return with thee. 
Samuel’s turning back a bit later (v. 31) 
was not in reversal of this decision, but 
was to execute Agag and’to recognize Saul 
as still, in. outward form, the king who 
should have the obedience of his people. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Saul was a king after man’s heart. Is- 
rael’s asking for a king was after the 
flesh, not after the Spirit. They got the 
kind of king they wanted. He was, in 
outward appearance, every inch a king. 
Samuel said, “There is none like him among 
all the people” (1 Sam. 10:24). And 
Saul began in humility and self-control and 
high courage. The great test, however, 
as to whether Saul was after man or after 
God, was the test of obedience. Saul might 
have been established had he obeyed (1 
Sam. 13:13, 14). He had the carnal mind 
that was not subject to the law of God 
(Rom. :8:7, 8). He wanted his own way. 
Saul was, like Esau, a man of the earth, 
earthy. God’s King, the Lord Jesus, de- 
lighted to do the Father’s will (Psa. 40: 
7, 8). The central fact emphasized in the 
ministry of our Lord was his obedience to 
the Father’s will, as the central fact about 
Saul was his disobedience (Heb. 5:5; 
Phil. 2: 5-8; Matt. 26:39; John 10: 18). 


Lesson Outlines 
Saut’s RISE AND FALL 


1. Saul chosen king: in humility ac- 
knowledges his unworthiness, but honored 
by Samuel (1 Sam. 9). 

2. Saul anointed as king: his heart pre- 
pared for the new service, worships 
among the prophets, acts wisely (Chap. 
10). 

3. Saul established as king: victorious 
in his first war, acclaimed by people, hon- 
ors God for the deliverance, proclaims 
forgiveness to his enemies (Chap. 11). 


4. Saul rejected’ as king: his obedience 
tested, he rejects God and his word, c6n- 
firming in action what was his heart atti- 
tude (Chap. 15). 


TruST AND OBEY 


1. Accept Christ as absolute Lord of 
the life. 


2. Study to know his will for every 
part of life. 


3. Confess and forsake sin day by day. 


4. By his grace obey fully, regardless 
of feeling or of results. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Slaughter of the Amalekites—In: justice 
and in love God devoted the Amalekites to 
destruction, and Israel was to execute God’s 
judgment. The view that Samuel was 
a murderer when he executed God’s judg- 
ment on wicked Agag is not only a rejec- 
tion of the Old Testament as the Word 
of God, but is a blotting out of moral dis- 
tinctions, and taking judgment out of the 
hands of the living God. Modernists vir- 
tually say that God is unrighteous who vis- 
iteth with wrath (Rom. 3:5, 6). It is true 
that Christians have a knowledge of moral 
and spiritual standards far higher than Is- 
rael had in Samuel’s day, but God-had for 
himself just as high moral standards then, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


9. August 27.—Saul. 1 Samuel, Chapters 9-11, 15 
10. June 4.—Jesus Faces Betrayal and Denial. 
Mark 14: 10-72 
11. September 10.—Jonathan. 
1 Samuel, Chapters 18-20 
12. September 17.—Solomon. 
1 Kings, Chapters 5-8 
13. September 24.—Review: Some Early 
Leaders of Israel. 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 1.—Saul in Tarsus. Acts 21 : 39; 
22:3, 27, 28; 26:4-7; Philippians 3 : 3-6 
2. October 8.—Saul in Damascus. Acts 9 : 1-31 
3. October 15.—Paul in Antioch 
Acts: II : 19-30; 12: 25 
4. October 22.—Paul in Asia Minor 
Acts 13 and 14 








and’ in the future he will execute judgment 
on sinners in far more terrible ways than 
was done against Amalek (Rev. 15:1, 7).4 


Old Testament Sacrifices from God— 
One of the foundation stones of the de- 
structive Modernism that has repudiated 
the Bible is the view that the sacrifices 
were not from God, and that in the “evolu- 
tion of religion” the prophets rejected the 
sacrificial system and taught a higher ethi- 
cal religion. The prophets never spoke 
against sacrifices, but against outward 
forms of worship when the heart was far 
from God (Hos. 6:6; Psa. 51:16, 17 cf. 
with v. 19; Amos §: 21-24). The sacrifices 
were temporary, but they pointed forward 
to the eternal and permanent sacrifice of 
Christ, the Lamb of God. See Lesson 
Questions.4 

Law and Grace.—Obedience means obedi- 
ence to God’s law, or God’s will, or God’s 
word. This is the same in all ages. Men 
always and everywhere are obligated to 
keep God’s law. Sin is “lawlessness,” that 
is, anything contrary to God’s law. Lut 
never in tie slightest degree are men to 
keep cea iw as a means to salvation, or 
as a help4o salvation. Under law (in that 
sense of the word), God says: “Obey me, 
and I will be your God.” Under grace, 
God says: “I will be your God, and ye 
shall obey me” (Heb. 10: 16). The penalty 
of the broken law has been paid, and when 
we accept Christ we are justified, and we 
are born of the Spirit, and the law of God 
is written in our hearts. By the power of 
the Spirit we are now enabled to obey 
(Rom. 8:4). 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Obey God’s first command to sinners: 
Believe! This is his commandment, that 
we believe in his Son—and love one an- 
other (1 John 2: 3, 23; 5: 1-5). See under 
Special Topics. 

Study to know the will of God. If we 
are to obey, we must know God’s will. 
Search the Scriptures. Samuel said “to 
hearken.” 

Beware of covetousness. Judas fell 
through covetousness and pride. So did 
Saul. Covetousness is idolatry, — anything 
we put between ourselves and God. 





1The important question of Old Testament 
sacrifices in relation to ethics, and the question 
of the morals of the Old Testament are fully 
discussed in Mr. McQuilkin’s booklet, “Can We 
Trust the Old Testament?” (Order from Co- 
lumbia Bible CoHege, Columbia, S. C., 25 cents 
postpaid.) 
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Confess sin without excuse or evasion 
or self-justification. Saul, in seeking to 
cover his sin, put the blame on others, 
lied about it, justified himself, then con- 
fessed his sin because of fear of the conse- 
quences, and still excused it. Be sure to 
read Proverbs 28: 13. 


Make Christ’s passion our own. God’s 
great commandment is in order to save 
men. Our primary duty here and now in 
glorifying God is to obey the great commis- 
sion of our Lord, Go and preach the Gospel 
to all nations. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

God sent Saul on a journey (1 Sam. 
15: 18) ; he has sent us on a journey (Mark 
16:15; John 20:21). Have we gone? 
Have we gone like Saul? 

Saul sold his kingdom for a few sheep 
and oxen, as Esau sold his birthright for a 
mess of pottage. 


Law and love are joined together by God; 
let us not put them asunder (John 14:--; 
1 John: 5:3). 

‘ God’s severity in dealing with disobedi- 
ence is great; his delight in rewarding 
obedience is greater. 


Paul, the new name of Saul of Tarsus, 
means “little,” as the old name suggested 
bigness: when we remain little in our own 
sight, God’s grace does great things with us. 


Samuel did not glory over Saul’s failure: 
he mourned. So God grieves over those 
he must reject. 


Saul’s partial obedience was followed by 
partial confession when brought face to 
face with his sin; but partial confession 
is no confession, just as partial obedience 
is no obedience. 


“And now, little children, abide in him” 
(1 John 2: 28). Abiding is obeying. 
CoLumsia, S. C. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT was Saul’s first mistake, as shown 
by the record? 


2. Did that first sin have any bearing upon 
the sin of disobedience with respect to the 
Amalekites? How? 


3. Give a very well known and apt defini- 
tion of sin. 


4. Whose willfulness preceded Saul’s own, 
forming an. ominous prelude to the tragic 
story of his own defeat through this same 
trait ? 

5. What words of Saul’s contain the first 
false note of his reign, revealing his double- 
mindedness and desire to persuade himself 
that wrong was right? 


6. What words used in 1 Samuel 31, in 
closing the story of Saul’s life, are a mourn- 
ful reminder of the bright beginnings of this 
king’s pitiful record? 

7. Was Samuel’s statement, “To obey is 
better than sacrifice” a contradiction of the 
prophet’s word: “I desired mercy, and not 
sacrifice” ? (Hos. 6: 6.) 


8. Is it possible to obey God perfectly ? 


- Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


What Disobedience Means.—W herefore 
then didst thou not obey the voice of the 
Lord? (1 Sam. 15:19.) It began in the 
Garden of Eden. It has continued on down 
through Asia, Europe, and America even 
to the little town of Coatesville. “Why 
did you fire Jim Coles?” I asked Charley 
Dunleavy, the contractor. “Jim is not a 
half bad worker,” replied Charley, “but I 
just got tired tellin’ him.” Saul was not 
the last man whose complex to disobey has 
queered him. I use that word “queered” 
advisedly, See dictionary. 

The contractor crossed out Jim Coles 
and God crosses out Saul. For that is 
just what the word “queer” means. 
Queered money is counterfeit money, 
crossed out. There is a great family wail 
that goes up all over the land. Here it is. 
Mebbe you've heard it, “He don’t mind a 
word I say,” or “I can’t do a thing with 
her any more.” 

Thousands of men are plugged in the 
little place where they are so far as pro- 
motion is concerned because they cannot be 
depended upon to do exactly as they are 
told to do. The chronic complaint of many 
a high official is, “I can’t get men and 
women to do just what I tell them.” When 
a man combines implicit obedience with a 
few drops of ability, up he goes. 

All Israel’s troubles for years came be- 
cause they failed to do just what God told 
them to do when they came into Canaan 
(Deut. 7:2; Josh. 11: 20). 

All the troubles that have come upon 
ivations and. individuals have been due en- 
tirely to disobedience to God’s orders. In 
the army in war disobedience means the 
firing squad, on ship board mutiny and 
the yard arm. Everywhere disobedience 
means trouble with God, parents, and em- 
ployers. 


The Baby Act.—Bui the people took of 
the spoil (v. 21). While Saul in feet and 
inches was “from his shoulders and upward 
higher than any of the people,” as. the 
Book says, when he “got in a jam” he 
played the baby act... Most, if not all 
failures, come from disobedience of God or 
man — yes, and woman — and poor old Mr. 
Failure always has an alibi. Father Adam 
blamed it on his wife—and was not the 
last man of the sort (Gen. 3:12). Saul 
blamed it on “the people.” 

Jim Coles, in the former paragraph, 


blamed it on the Irish. Who are. you 


blaming it on? You have never known 
an incompetent, can’t-get-along but he had 
a good hard luck story to account for it. 
At school “the teacher showed partiality.” 
The boy who really studied and got pro- 
moted was “the teacher’s pet.” Ditto in 
mill or shop, the boss had his pets also. 
In business office “did not have any. pull.” 
Not one will give the real reason. They 
did not destroy the.i“Amalekites” ‘accord- 
ing to God’s order. 

What are the Amalekites? Lindbergh 
when he was a boy drew up‘ a list of “57 
varieties” of things he was going to look 
after in his character building. He calls 
them “Character Factors.” The opposites 
would be his “Amalekites.” ‘Opposite 
“clean speech” would be profanity; cour- 
age, cowardice ; and so 0 The, list is 
given in a pamphlet called ‘How Lind- 
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bergh Charted His Life” (Y. M. C. A. 
Counseling Service, 715 S. Hope St., Los 
Angeles). Here is what Lindbergh said 
about it and some of the fifty-seven points. 

“At night I would read off my list of 
character factors, and those which I had 
fulfilled satisfactorily during the day I 
would mark with a red cross; those I had 
not been called upon to demonstrate that 
day, would get no mark. 

“But those character factors which I had 
actually violated during the day I would 
mark with a black cross. 

“I began to check myself from day to 
day and to compare my ‘blacks and whites’ 
from month to month and year to year. I 
was glad to notice an improvement as I 
grew older.” 


LINDBERGH’s CHARACTER FACTORS 
Calmness in temper No talking about 


Clean body others 

Clean pon No talking too much 
Clean thought Perseverance 
Cheerfulness Patience 

Courage Politeness 
Determination Reverence (Divine) 
Economy Parents 

Firmness Home and Family 
Faith Country 

Honesty Respect superiors 
Industry Respect fellow men 
Love toward all Recreation — “‘Man- 
Loyalty ful not sinful” 
Moderateness Self-control 
Modesty Self-confidence 
Neat appearance Tact 

No sarcasm Truthfulness 

No fault finding Thoroughness 


Wisdom.—Thou hast rejected the word 
of the Lord, and the Lord hath rejected 
thee from being king (v. 26). Ever play 
hand ball? You throw the ball against 
the wall and back it comes to your hand. 
Action and reaction are equal in the spir- 
itual world as well as in the material 
world, but lots of folks fail to realize it. 
Many is the man who has lost his kingship 
—and often with a Saul-like finish — and 
has ascribed all sorts of reasons for the 
catastrophe. Folks who have known him 
have said in surprise, “I can’t understand 
what could have happened to Smith, he 
seemed to be getting along all right.” Here 
in the text you have the cause of almost 
every rejection. Smith rejected the Word, 
and the Lord rejected Smith. Action and 
reaction are equal! (Matt. 10: 32, 33; Lam. 
Sos 2a). 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the clear path thou dost point 
cut .to us through the varied experiences of 
life, if we -will but hear thy voice and obey. 
Much we need. the ‘deep lessons of obedience. 
Help us to refrain from the folly and sin of 
substituting our own ways for thy way. May 
we not be grieved if we must bear the con- 
sequences of our disobedience under thy chas- 
tening hand as thou dost desire to train thy 
children. May we not be set against thy will 
in the pride of our supposed strength, and give 
thee cause for setting us aside from the tasks 
to which thou hast called us. We ask this 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. 


After the Lesson.—Anything that means 


disobedience to God’s directions is never a° 


sign of strength, but only of great weak- 


ness. When we know what God wants us, 


to do, and why he has called us, and the 
plain directions he has given, how can we 
dare to substitute some other plan of our 
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own? That Golden Text for today strikes 
deep. Shall we repeat it again — “Behold, 
to obey is better than sacrifice.” Yes, to 
obey what God tells us to do is the key to 
our usefulness in any work for him. To 
disobey is to displace ourselves from the 
very thing that he had planned for us to 
do and in which he would be with us. What 
a pity it is when any of us comes to feel 
that he knows better than God! Yet that 
is the state of things if we knowingly dis- 
obey him and choose our own way. Saul 
was far too strong in his own strength. 
That was his weakness! Shall we ask the 
Lord to guard us against that weakness in 
our own lives? Let us pray. 





WHEN GOD SPEAKS 
oy 
IS 
ISASTER 


OBEY HIM! 











ve 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send paged? agen 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good ——— 
are constantly having to be rejected oY. the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference bt be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one 

A Vast Difference.—And Saul said... 
I have performed the commandment. of the 
Lord. And Samuel said, What meaneth 
then this bleating of the sheep? (1 Sam. 
15:13, 14.} Listening to a group of peo- 
ple talking one day about the fine testimony 
meetings which were held in their church, 
a lawyer quietly remarked, “To a lawyer 
there is a vast difference between testi- 
mony and evidence.”— Selected. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Snails and Unbelievers.—Because thou 
hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath 
also rejected thee (v. 23). One of England’s 
famous scientific men, an agnostic, who 
had acquired great wealth and had reached 
the summit of his ambitions, stood one 
morning in his garden, watching a snail 
climb a plant. As the snail reached the 
top of the highest leaf and struck out its 
feelers in all directions, and found no 
higher pathway, it slowly, turned... and 
climbed downward. “I am like that snail,” 
moaned the old man, “I am‘like that snail.” 
Such is the fate of all those who leave God 
out. of their plans. In the end they-must 
retrace their steps downward1—From The 
Sentinel. Sent by S. W. Newsome, \Mon- 
treal, Quebec, Can. Prize illustration. 


He Burned All But One!—And Saul 


said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for. I 
have transgressed the commandment of the 
Lord (v. 24). That sin was like. a.man 
who had had smallpox in the home, and 


who was ordered to burn all the -affected.- 
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Lesson for August 27 


garments, but who decided to keep just one 
coat and to burn all the rest! But to re- 
tain even a. rag is to allow the sovereigrity 
of the disease —From Hastings. - Sent by 
S. W. Young, Wellsville, Ohio. 


Real. Repentance.—/ have sinned (v. 
24). .Perhaps the quaintest letter in the 
whole White House collection is one which 
came from a child, addressed to President 
Cleveland, written in September, 1895. This 
is what it says: “To His Majesty Presi- 
dent Cleveland. Dear President: I am in 
a dreadful state of mind, and I thought I 
would write and tell you all. About two 
years ago—as near as I can remember, it 
is two years—I used two postage stamps 
that had been used before on letters; per- 
haps more than two stamps, but I can only 
remember of doing it twice. I did not 
realize what I had done until lately. My 
mind is constantly turned on that subject, 
and I think of it night and day. Now, dear 
President, will you please forgive me, and 
I will promise you I will never do it again. 
Enclosed find cost of three stamps, and 
please forgive me, for I was then but thir- 
teen years old, for I am heartily sorry for 
what I have done. From one of your sub- 
jects:”’—From The King’s Business. Sent 
by Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


“Ear Is Only.” —Behold, to obey is bet- 
ter than sacrifice (Golden Text). “For a 
long: time we were looking for a word for 
obedience — a virtue that the natives never 
practiced,” related a missionary.. “One day 
as I went home from the village my dog 
stayed behind. I whistled, and he came 
running after me at top speed. - An old 
native man by the roadside said with ad- 
miration, ‘Mui adem delegau ge’; literally, 
‘Dog yours, ear is only,’ that is, ‘Your dog 
is all-ear’. (obedient). I got hold of that 
expression at once and found I had a beau- 
tiful word for obedience. Let us be ‘all 
ear’ to our Lord.”—From The Christian 
Herald (London). Sent by Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


Are We As Obedient?—To obey 
(Golden Text). There is in the Catskill 
Mountains a memorial to a noble dog, cut 
in the rock. The creature was so attached 
ant obedient to his master that when the 
latter happened to point a friend to some- 
thing just beyond a precipice, the dog took 
it for an order and leaped over to his death. 
Be as promptly obedient to Him who will 
never mislead you—From The Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 


MatertaL: An apple that looks 
beautiful; but has a wormy heart. 


HIS apple makes me think of Saul. 

He was so handsome, so good to look 
at, and all Israel was so proud of him. 
He looked every inch a king. 

Now this apple is certainly good to look 
at. It really.is a beauty. But what. is 
this? Right here at the end is a tiny 
hole, Let’s cut it open. Just as I feared, 
a wormy heart. 

And that was just exactly what was the 
matter’ with Saul. He had a wormy heart. 
The worm was self-will. He would not 


i 
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obey God. He just would have his own 
way. So God had to cast him away; take 
the kingdom away from him. Saul was 
just as deceiving to the eye as this wormy 
apple, but God looked on the heart.. And 
God could not accept Saul’s sacrifices, be- 
cause he knew Saul was disobedient and 
self-willed. 

‘God will not be pleased by our service 
to him unless it is obedient service. “To 
obey is better than sacrifice.” 


Mopesto, Cat. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Central Theme: Obedience. 
1, The importance of obedience. 
2. Saul, the disobedient king. 
3. Obeying God’s command. 











AVE you ever noticed, when. you have 
‘&-been reading your Bible, how much 
God says about obedience?. He promises 
us many. blessings if we obey him; but 
punishment. always follows disobedience. 
God. particularly tells boys and girls to 
obey their fathers and mothers! 

There were once two million people who 
left. Egypt to go-to the Promised Land 
of Canaan, but only. two of them ever 
reached the Promised Land, because all the 
others. were disobedient. The two got 
there because they obeyed God. .Do you 
remember who these two were? (Question 
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the children about Joshua and Caleb to 
bring these characters back to their mem- 
ories. ) 

Obedience always brings happiness. A 
boy who had been taught to obey was once 
playing on a hill. Near by were some 
rocks and, all unknown to the boy, a. fuse 
had been lighted to explode some dynamite 
among them. His mother, seeing him play- 
ing near the rocks, called out, “Johnnie, © 
come here.” Johnnie obeyed at once, and 
as he was running to his mother the ex- 
plosion took place. If he had not obeyed 
at once, he might have been killed. Are 
you obedient? God says, “To obey is* bet- 
ter than sacrifice’ (1 Sam. 15:22). 
(Briefly explain the meaning of these 
words and tell the story of Saul’s disobe- 
dience. ) 

Do you know what the first thing is that 
God commands all boys and girls to do? 
Listen! “God . . . commandeth all men 
[and that means boys and girls, too] every 
where to repent.” (Explain that the word 
“repent” means not only to be sorry, but 
to. be so sorry as not to do the thing 
again!) Why? “Because he hath ap- 
pointed a day, in the which he will judge 
the world” (Acts 17:30, 31). 

Once there was a man on-duty at a 
bridge which lifted up to allow boats to 
pass up the river. He had orders never 
to lift the bridge except at certain hours. 
One day a friend came along in.a boat, 
and begged him to lift up the bridge just 
for a minute and let him pass. After a lot 
of persuasion the man did:so. Immediately 
the shriek of an engine whistle was heard, 
and a train came dashing along, only to 





THREE MEN IN A TUB 


LITTLE DO THEY KNOW WHERE 


THEY ARE GOING 


Ui, 
iy 


4 Ys 


4 “Because thou hast 
rejected the Word 
of the Lord, he 
hath also’ rejected 
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fall into the river, where every one in it 
was drowned —because the man at the 
bridge had not obeyed orders! 

What a terrible punishment we shall have 
if we do not obey God’s orders! Paul 
tells us, “Know ye not, that to whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey, his serv- 
ants ye are to whom ye obey?” (Rom. 6: 
16.) If you are not obeying God, then you 
are obeying Satan. Have you obeyed God, 
and repented? If not, come to him now 
and tell him you do repent of your sins, and 
then you will hear his voice saying to you, 
“Son” —or “Daughter” —“thy sins, which 
are many, are forgiven thee,” and God will 
write your name in his Book of Life. 


Expression Work 


“Teach the little ones the following 
chorus: 
Trust and obey, 
For there’s no other way 
To be happy in Jesus, 
But to trust and obey. 
York, Ena. 
w 


Say, Fellows,— 
' Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “A choice young man.” 

Discussion: Let the fellows discuss who 
and what are the ‘‘Amalekites’” in their 
own lives to be utterly destroyed. What 
part of their besetting sin may they be 
tempted to temporize with? There can be 
some direct and frank talk here. 

Objective: God’s law in the heart (Psa. 
119 : 11). 











-AY, fellows, no fellow ever had a finer 
start for a great career right straight 

through to the end than Saul. Read those 
three chapters— First Samuel 9, 10, II. 
They make as interesting a story as you 
can find anywhere. Just see how that young 
fellow was equipped. Physically, he was 
tall, strong, and handsome. He was good 
to look at. But that was by no means all. 
He was fine to work with, or play with, or 
deal with. He had a fine disposition. In- 
dustrious, a willing worker, wise, modest, 
discreet, peaceable, generous. You will 
find each of these traits as you read the 
chapters. Not only that, but most im- 
portant of all, “the Spirit of God came 
upon him.” This is said of him twice 
during his earlier days. Also, he had with 
him “a band of men, whose hearts God 
had touched.” 

Is it any wonder he was victorious in 
his battles; or that he had the enthusiastic 
devotion of his people; or that the neigh- 
boring enemies of his kingdom stood in 
great awe of him? 

But in spite of all this, Saul was at last 
a tragic failure. He went down in miser- 
able defeat. His kingdom was divided; 
his family was stricken from the royal 
line. He was a suicide and his body was 
nailed to the wall of Bethshan. 

There was just one little bug that bored 
its way into Saul’s fine character. It re- 
minds us of the crawfish that bored into 
the levee on the Mississippi River and 
started a tiny, trickling stream that re- 
sulted in a crevasse, inundating thousands 
of acres of valuable lands, destroying hu- 
man life, animals, and much property. That 
little bug’s name was Disobedience. Dis- 
obedience to God. Flushed - with success, 
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Saul was preparing to go out again to 
battle—and win more victories: It was 
the custom to offer sacrifices unto the Lord 
before going into battle. Samuel the priest 
would officiate at the altar, as it was divine 
law that only a priest ordained of God could 
do that. But Samuel was fate in reaching 
the scene. So Saul said to himself, doubt- 
less, “Why should we wait longer for Sam- 
uel? We must be off to battle. I am the 
king, and I will act in the place of the 
priest.” 

Right there, Saul sealed his own doom. 
Not even a king can violate God’s clear 
command and get away with it. Saul was 
no exception, and Samuel, when he arrived 
and saw what had been done, told. him so. 

The second sin of the same kind follows 
more easily and more surely after the first 
breach is made. Further disobedience. Saul 
had been clearly told that the Amalekites 
must be utterly destroyed, root and branch 
—with all cattle and other properties; but 
Saul yielded to the temptation to bring back 
some of the choicest of the cattle. Also to 
bring home a king as his captive. Then 
Samuel the prophet came upon him, and 
with him God’s fearful judgment. The 
choice cattle began lowing and it was very 
embarrassing. “Be sure your sin will find 
you out” (Num, 32: 23). It was the begin- 
ning of the end with Saul. 

Fellows, make this note on your life chart 
program right now. J will obey God’s law. 
Ask God daily to make known his will 
for your thought and action. You will love 
it. Read riow the first three verses of the 
First Psalm. Get quiet somewhere and 
meditate ; meditate with God; he will speak 
to you. You will rejoice in his imparted 
strength as you learn to obey. “Behold, to 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams” (1 Sam. 15: 22). 


Greenssoro, N, C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
God’s Great Leaders in Israel: 
How They Kept the Faith 

9. Saul disobeyed God, . . . and—? 











PRAYING mother and son—the one 

through ardent petition, the other 
through devoted listening te God — have 
been our studies for the last two lessons. 
Here we have the first. negative example 
of this series (indeed the only one), and he 
forms a strong contrast to those immediately 
before and after him— Samuel, Saul, and 
David. 

We found the key to Samuel’s life in 
his constant listening to God, and noted 
the blessed results, from his childhood 
through his old age. What is the key to 
Saul’s tragic failure—can we find that? 
A careful reading of his whole life story, 
as frankly recorded in the Bible, leads us 
to fix on the one word, disobedience to 
God’s revealed will and way. This is the 
root of Saul’s puzzling personality. To 
put it positively, willfulness was Saul’s 
dominant trait, which of course led him 
into repeated disobedience, which in turn 
led to his downfall. : 

The story of Saul’s life certainly falls 
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into two very different sections. The first 
(1 Sam. 9 to 11) is full of promise, reveal- 
ing a young man your girls will immedi- 
ately like — modest, magnanimous, courage- 
ous. “All the men of Israel rejoiced 
greatly,” with good reason apparently, 
upon the crowning of this, their first king, 
at Gilgal (1 Sam, 11:14, 15). Ask one 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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Lesson for August 27 


of your girls-to prepare to tell the others 
the interesting events of this first section, 
concluding with the reading of the closing 
verses of Chapter 11. 

Chapters 12 through 14 mark the turn 
in Saul’s life, when his dominant self comes 
to light, under the trying events and turns 
of war. How small he is beside his own 
son, Jonathan! How childish and jealous, 
as all wiliful people really. are at heart! 
Cannot another girl tell this part of his 
story to the class? 

Chapter 15 brings the climax, when 
Saul’s willfulness leads him into direct dis- 
obedience to: God’s plain command. And 
he follows this with weak excuses that 
sought to lay the blame on the people. 
The reading aloud of this chapter, verses 
1-26, will tell this part of Saul’s story 
better than any summary you could make 
of it. _ Try this, after the preparation sug- 
gested above for the class. The further 
reading of verses 27 to 31 remind one of 
certain words in James’ Epistle (1:8), 
for surely here was a “double minded man 

. . unstable in all his ways,” and that 
through his cwn willfulness. 

How can such a character study help your 
young girls? If ever youth needed to learn 
the value of simple obedience to God’s 
authority (and every generation of youth 
does), the youth of this age does. Such 
a lesson is all the more needed because of 
its unpopularity. -Help your girls to see 
the weakness of willfulness, the strength of 
simple obedience to rightful authority, 
above all to the authority of God’s Word. 


Home Study 


Read at home this week Saul’s whole 
story (1 Sam. 9 to 15, 28, and 31) as re- 
view of this lesson: and preparation for 
the next one. Memorize 1 Samuel 15: 22. 


Decatur, Ga. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the jesson for August 27) 


1. Saul officiated at the altar in the absence 
of Samuel, which was contrary to God’s clgar 
command (1 Sam. 13: 8-10; Num. 16: 36-40). 


2. Yes. The first sin’ weakened Saul’s re- 
sistance to the temptation to commit the sec- 
ond. It is always thus. 


3. “Sin is any want of conformity unto, or 
transgression of the law of God’ (The 
Shorter Catechism). 


4. The people of Israel would have a king 
to. rule over them, despite God's plain warn- 
ings through his obedient prophet, Samuel. 
Read 1 Samuel 8, and note the people’s in- 
sistence upon having their own way in this 
matter. 


5. 1 Samuel 15: 13-21, especially verse 20. 
Is not this Saul’s attempt to deceive himSelf 
as well as the prophet, Samuel ? 


6.-1 Samuel 31: 11-13, compared with 11: 
6-11. His grateful friends of that early day, 
when Saul went forth on his. first brave ven- 
ture as king, now saved his body from dis- 
honor after death. 


7. A frequent figure of speech in the Bible 
is to express things absolutely when they are 
really relative. Hosea 5: 6 does not mean that 
God did not desire sacrifice, but is a strong 
way of saying what Samuel said, “To obey 
is better.’”’ God did not want sacrifice without 
the true heart back of the worship, 


8. Only Christ has obeyed God perfectly in 
an absolute sense. But it is possible to have 
a “perfect heart” in the Bible sense of that 
term and to obey God fully, by his grace, just 
as Samuel did and many others, and Saul did 
not. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Sept. 3. How Is Public Opinion Created? Eph. 
4:14; Prov. 12:5. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, August 27 


Getting More Out of Reading 
(Psa. 119 : 33-40) 





Mon.—Good and worthless reading (Eccles. 
12 : 8-14). 

Tues.—Practice meditation (1 Tim. 4: 13- 
16). 

Wed.—Read the Scriptures (Psa. 1 : 1-6). 

Thurs.—Friends that guide our reading 
(Acts 8 : 30-35). 

Fri—Read only worth-while books (Prov. 
8 : 1-11). 


Sat.—A bonfire of trash (Acts 19 : 18-20). 











What do you like best to read? Why? 
What is the best novel you have recently 
read? 


How much time do you give to reading each 
week ? 


T IS obvious that what we get out of 

reading will: depend primarily upon what 
we read. Why is it, then, that so many 
of us neglect or slight the most important 
book of all,—the Bible? It is a lamp for 
the way (Psa. 119: 105). Hidden in the 
heart it keeps us from sinning (Psa. 119: 
11). It is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that we may be complete and 
throughly furnished unto all good works 
(2 Tim. 3:16, 17). Yet we are content to 
give fifteen minutes, or ten, or five, or per- 
haps no time at all, to the reading of this 
most important of all books. 


It is doubly serious for the Christian 
to neglect the reading of God’s Word. 
Not only is he missing the help, guidance, 
comfort, and encouragement that he might 
have, but he is depriving himself of that 
which will give him discernment in all the 
other reading that he does. “Of making 
many books there is no end,” and especially 
in this day and age much is being turned 
loose upon the reading: public that is worse 
than trash, for it pollutes the mind and 
heart with filth too vile to mention. 

We need the pure standard of God’s 
V/ord so that we may be kept sensitive 
to those things that are contrary to truth, 
and that we may be warned against insidi- 
ous evil when we come across it in our 
reading. 

ye 


After the reading of the Word itself 
we may consider those books about the 
Bible that help us to understand it better. 
A good commentary such as Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown’s will be found to be of 
invaluable aid. Let us not make the mistake, 
however, of reading such books to the ex- 
clusion of the Bible itself. Nothing can 
take the place of the reading of the Word, 
not even good books about the Bible. 


But is the Christian to read nothing but 
the Bible and so-called “religious” books? 
Not at all! Some one has well divided 








WE ARE COUNTED 
BEHIND THE TIMES 


WE STILL BELIEVE THAT “GOD 
SO LOVED THE WORLD that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever eveth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


WE UPHOLD THIS IN OUR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LITERATURE 


We are pleased to send a full sample 
pack of our ordinary Sunday School 
Quarterlies and Papers, or a sample 
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reading into three groups, —for the heart, 
for the head, and for fun, Books and 
magazines about nature and on scientific 
subjects help to stimulate the mind and 
broaden the ‘outlook. Books of travel are 
not to be shunned when one has not the 
opportunity to see first-hand other lands. 
Books of Christian biography will be found 
to be absorbingly interesting as well as 
stimulating to the spiritual life. 

Good fiction may safely be indulged in 
if we take care to see that it does not 
crowd out more important things. We 
have a wealth of fiction that was writ- 
ten before the modern urge for filth laid 
hold upon our authors. Much of this will 
be found to be just as interesting and grip- 
ping as any of the modern fiction and, in 
most cases, considerably better written. 
Dickens, Thackeray, Winston Churchill, 
Cooper, Hawthorne, Wilkie Collins are all 
names that will more than repay our in- 
vestigation at the public library if we really 
want clean, wholesome, and gripping fiction. 

It is to be deplored that modern popular 
fiction is in a large measure full of that 
which is sordid and vile, no matter how 
cleverly it may be disguised or dressed up. 
It is good to know, however, that safe and 
sensible fiction is being written today. Al- 
though it may not be advertised among the 
best sellers, it is nevertheless available for 
those who are willing to discriminate in 
their reading. The book review columns 
of THe SunpAy ScHoot TIMEs, and espe- 
cially the Children’s Book Number and 
the Books and Reading Number, will give 
helpful suggestions as to safe modern fic- 
tion and other books. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


A King Who Disobeyed 


(Concluded from page 513) 


too. When Samuel went to talk to him 
about it he said he had done what he was 
told. But Samuel heard the stock and told 
him so. Instead of owning up to it Saul 
tried to put the blame on the people, and 
said the people were going to sacrifice them 
to the Lord. Samuel told Saul God did 
not want a sacrifice, he wanted obedience. 

“At last Saul owned up, saying he had 
done wrong, and he asked Samuel to for- 
give him and help him turn to God. Sam- 
uel told him it was too late; he hd re- 
jected God and now God would reject him. 
After that he was not a good king nor a 
good man any more.” 

As Papa stopped speaking Samuel said 
slowly, “I don’t think I like Saul very 
well.” 

“Why not?” Papa asked. 

“He didn’t obey,” said Samuel still speak- 
ing slowly. 

“Why didn’t he?” asked John. 

“For the same reason that big people 
and little people do not obey these days. 
There is sin in the heart,” Papa answered. 
“And now I wonder if my boys can repeat 
what Samuel told Saul: ‘To obey is better 
than sacrifice.’ ” 

Soon the little boys could say it per- 
fectly, and then with bowed head Papa 
earnestly asked God to help his little boys 
to be truthful and obedient, such boys as 
God could trust, that they might become 
men after God’s own heart. 

WEsTFIELD, IND. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 21 to 27 


Mon.—1 Samuel 10: 1-8. Saul Anointed King. 

PrayYER SvuGcestions: God’s act in 
anointing Saul was evidently one of ac- 
commodation. Saul was the people’s choice. 
He was not a man after God’s own heart. 
The surprise anointing at the hand of Sam- 
uel humbled him for a time, but he lacked 
the fundamentals of a godly life. His life 
had touches of God’s grace, and bore the 
marks of splendid opportunities and inten- 
tions, but he was not indwelt by the Spirit 
of God. Pray for the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute of Chicago. 


Tues.—1 Samuel 15 : 10-16. Saul’s Disobedience, 
PraYER SuGGEsTions: There is not 2 
word to show that Saul had even the re- 
motest sense of insight and interest in the 
things of God before his anointing as king. 
He had neither part nor lot in the Kingdom 
of God. His ungodly and pagan life showed 
itself in many ways notwithstanding 
touches of divine grace. His hard heart, 
pride, envy, jealousy, and rebellion reveal 
his true character. He was a son of dis- 
obedience although he lived for a while 
in the brightest days of the ministry of 
the Prophet Samuel. Pray that God may 
graciously modify immigration laws so as 
to permit students from foreign lands to 
enter the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. 


Wed.—1 Samuel 15 : 17-26. Saul Rejected. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: The Lord made 
known his ways to Samuel and his judg- 
ments to sinning Saul. The word of the 
Lord came to Samuel as a revelation; but 
to Saul it came as a message of condemna- 
tion. His life so full of promise lies be- 
fore us at its close like the grievous ship- 
wreck of some great ship with its planks 
lying all along the beach. Because he had 
rejected the Word of the Lord (as some 
in our day are unhappily doing) God re- 
jected him from being king. Lacking the 
obedience of faith his life was utterly 
ruined. Pray that the Employment Bureau 
of the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 
may be successful in its efforts to secure 
part time work for students needing it. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 31 : 1-6. The Death of Saul. 

Prayer SuGcestions: “Jonathan’s bow 
turned not back” in the battle which he 
knew would end disastrously. Saul and 
Jonathan were not divided even in death. 
“Saul died for his transgression which he 
committed against the Lord, even against 
the word of the Lord, which he kept not, 
and also for asking counsel of one that had 
a familiar spirit, to inquire of it; and en- 
quired not of the Lord: therefore he slew 
him” (1 Chron, 10:13, 14). Pray for 
every Christian agency throughout the 
world. “Pray without ceasing.” 
Fri—Isaiah 42 : 18-25. 

Failure Through Disobedience. 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: This chapter deals. 
with “my servant” and “my people.” Jeho- 
vah’s servant, elect, upheld, Spirit-anointed, 
and filled beyond measure, magnified the 
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law and made it honorable, and pleased the 
Lord with his righteousness. Jehovah’s peo- 
ple, robbed, spoiled, prisoners, and a prey 
to their foes because of their sins and dis- 
obedience, endured God’s anger and fury in 
blood and fire. What a bitter and evil 
thing it is to depart from the loving, living 
God! Pray for God’s glory, not man’s in 
the least degree but God’s alone. 
Sat.—Luke 5: 1-11. 
Success Through Obedience. 

Prayer Succestions: “Nevertheless” 
covers all the notions about fishing save 
one that Peter and his companions surren- 
dered to the Lord Jesus, when he said, 
“Nevertheless at thy word I will let down 
the net.” We say, save one, because the 
Lord asked for nets and Peter said “net.” 
How much more success we, too, might 
have if we would implicitly follow the 
Lord’s directions. The surest way to see 
the glory of the Lord Jesus is to implicitly 
obey the Lord Jesus. Pray for the thou- 


sands of half-dead churches awaiting the: 


throbbing life of the Spirit of God. 
Sun.—Psalm 40 : 1-8. 
Obedience Better than Sacrifice. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The passage is 
Messianic. Hebrews 10:7 refers to verse 
7 of the Psalm. God’s plans for us in 
Christ are infinitely above our best ones for 
him. We major on what we can do for 
God; the real ground of rejoicing is what 
God in Christ, and for his sake, has done 
for us (see Luke 10: 20). Some mistakenly 
use the passage to condemn the animal 
sacrifices in the Jewish period, but this is 
against the Scriptures. The Israelites 
were directed of God to offer the Pascal 
lamb, and were instructed regarding the 
Levitical sacrifices, which typical sacrifices 
Christ himself fulfilled. Pray for “all 


’ men” — for “every creature”; for God will- 


eth not the loss of one soul, and why should 
we, in effect, by neglecting to pray? 
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